GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS

situation had been thrown once again into the melting pot. All
for which Great Britain had striven, consciously or uncon-
sciously, for nearly three hundred years was now in danger of
being swept away. The whole history of the part played by
Great Britain in the Middle East made it inevitable, once
resort to arms had begun, that she should make some effort, not
only to maintain that which she had won but also to secure,
once and for all, by the establishment of political control, the
Mesopotamian portion of the land route to India.
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